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USDA Market Facilitation Program

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by
foreign nations. Producers of certain commeodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with
information and instructions provided at

www farmers gov/mfp. Eligible producers should apply after harvest
is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is
reported

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer's total
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity. A
sacond payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
Usba

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet
MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows

+ A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities
* A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs
* A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax
years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $800,000. Applicants must
also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation regulations

Expanded Hog Timeline

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug
1, 2018, date does not accurately represent the number of head of
live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any date betwaen
July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018, that correctly reftects their actual
operation

MFP applications are available onfine at www farmers.qovimip
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www farmers gov

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all
producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadiine

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please
contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific deadlines

https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/1687737/schedule
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The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates

« If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported
no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to
the county office

If a perennial forage crop is reporied with the intended use of
“cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then
the acreage must be reported by July 15th

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy
holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop
begins. For questions regarding crop cartification and crop
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office

USDA Expands Farm L.oans for Native Americans Farming
and Ranching on Tribal Land

Borrower Training

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrowar training mdudes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help
the af it d p and imp! skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build
equny in the operation. it aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training
is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a
list of approved vendors

Loan Servicing

There are options for Fanm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

Sign in/Sign up!

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S Department of
Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA's new streamlined process, producers doing business
as an Individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market Facilitation
Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient www farmers gov. Producers doing business as an
individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Cumently USDA eAuthentication
does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities or for
anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity.

Step 1: Create and online account at www eauth usda gov

Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA
Service Center.

Step 3: You're enrolled

Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account
linked with your USDA customer record

Step 5: You're ready to Log In

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive
staff will help you sign up for Level 2 Access right in the
officel They will get you online so you can create an online
account at https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete
identity verification right on the spot. You're enrolled! Users
with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA
customer record can apply for select USDA programs, view
and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!

Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more.
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To locate a service center near you or use online services not
requiring eAuthentication access, visit www.farmers.gov. For
technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at
1-800-457-3642.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com

AskFSA is an online resourca that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. It is for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

« Access our knowledge base 24/7

* Receive answers to your questions faster

* Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

» Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated

Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave , SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users)
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